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Gary Nelson
Coast Guard Day

● About US Coast Guard
● Ice Breakers and the 

Coast Guard
● The Coast Guard in the 

Vietnam War
● USCGC Staten Island 

(WAGB-278)
● Roaring 40s, Furious 50s, 

and Screaming 60s

Want to know more?

US Coast Guard Gunners 
Mate 2nd Class Gary 
Nelson served aboard an 
ice breaker in the USA and 
Antarctica during the 
Vietnam War. He fondly 
remembers playing football 
with penguins on Christmas 
Day.

Gary Nelson

Click picture for written and video interviews*

If you would like to write to a veteran to reach out
 to opedteam@honorflightchicago.com for details.

https://www.uscg.mil/About/
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Jul/25/2002162249/-1/-1/0/ICEBREAKERS_D.%20CANNEY_1999.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Jul/25/2002162249/-1/-1/0/ICEBREAKERS_D.%20CANNEY_1999.PDF
https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/assets/1/7/VIETNAMCOMM-CSTGRD-WEB_v2.pdf
https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/assets/1/7/VIETNAMCOMM-CSTGRD-WEB_v2.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USCGC_Staten_Island_(WAGB-278)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USCGC_Staten_Island_(WAGB-278)
https://escales.ponant.com/en/roaring-40s-furious-50s/
https://escales.ponant.com/en/roaring-40s-furious-50s/
https://youtu.be/i3Hm6KMUHbM
https://www.honorflightchicago.org/gary-nelson-gunners-mate-on-an-icebreaker/

